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Pres. " Who drew you into the persuasion? "    She said, " Almighty
God."

Pres. " Who induced you to embrace this folly? "    Chionia repeated
again, " Almighty God and his only Son our Lord Jesus Christ."

Dulc. " You are all bound to obey our most puissant emperors and
Ceesars." Then he read their sentence, which was worded as follows;
" I condemn Agape and Chionia to be burnt alive, for having out oi
malice and obstinacy acted in contradiction to the divine edicts of our
lords the emperors and Caesars, and who at present profess the rash and
false religion of Christians, which all pious persons abhor/' He added,
" As for the other four/let them be confined in close prison during my
pleasure."

After these two had been consumed in the fire, Irene was a third time
brought before the president.   Dulcetius said to her: "Your madness is
plain, since you have kept to this day so many books, parchments, codicils,
and papers of the scriptures of the impious Christians.    You was forced
to acknowledge them when they were produced before you, though you
had before denied that you had any.   You will not take warning from the
punishment of your sisters, neither have you the fear of death before
your eyes, your punishment therefore is unavoidable.    In the meantime
I do not refuse even now to make some condescension in your behalf,
Notwithstanding your crime, you may find pardon and be freed from
punishment if you will yet worship the gods.   What say you then ? will
you obey the orders of the emperors?  are you ready to sacrifice to the
gods, and eat of the victims? "

Irene. " By no means;   for those that renounce Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, are threatened with eternal fire."

Pres. " Where did you hide yourselves last year, when the pious edict
of our emperors was first published ? "

Irene. " Where it pleased God, in the mountains/'
Pres. " With whom did you live? "

Irene. " We were in the open air;   sometimes on one mountain,
sometimes on another/'    -

Pres. " Who supplied you with bread? "
Irene. " God, who gives food to all flesh/'
Pres. " Was your father privy to it? "
Irene. " No; he had not the least knowledge of it"
Pres. " Which of your neighbours knew it? "
Irene. " Inquire in the neighbourhood, and make your search/'
Dulc. " Your sisters have already suffered the punishments to which
they were condemned.   As for you, Irene, though you were condemned
to death before your flight for having hid these writings, I will not have
you die so suddenly; but I order that you be exposed naked in a brothel,